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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

THE PARISH OF DONAGHMORE, CO. DOWN. By Rev. 
J. D. Cowan, LL.D. D. Nutt. 5s. net. 

It is a hopeful sign of Church life in Ireland to see so many 
of the clergy taking an interest in the history and antiquities of 
their parishes. The amount of labour and research involved in the 
preparation of a work of the kind before us is enough to deter 
any but an enthusiastic student of Church history from under- 
taking it, and those who do undertake it deserve well of their 
Church, and parish. We heartily welcome, therefore, this hand- 
some volume of 402 pages by Dr. Cowan, which is written from 
a popular standpoint, and without the least trace of religious pre- 
judice-for he lavishes praise impartially on Churchmen, Presby- 
terians, and Roman Catholics. And this in the North of Ireland ! 
Donaghmore, in the Diocese of Dromore, is an ancient religious 
foundation, dating back to St. Patrick's time, and possesses a 
fine old Celtic Cross. It was known in early times as "Donagh- 
more of Moy Cova." Dr. Cowan, in his book, deals first with 
the history and topography of the district of Moy Cova, and the 
manners and customs of the early inhabitants; then he traces 
the history of the parish and its place names, after which follow 
chapters on the Antiquities of Donaghmore, The Parish Church, 
with a Succession of Clergy, Extracts from the Vestry Books 
beginning 1771, The History of the Presbyterian and Roman 
Catholic Churches in the Parish, Donaghmore Dispensary, 
Tombstone Inscriptions, and an Index. The book is especially 
rich in topography and family history. Dr. Cowan has some- 
thing to tell about nearly every family that resides in the parish- 
and a great deal about some of them, especially the Harshaws, 
one of whom kept a "Diary," which is often quoted. This makes 
the book valuable; and it is likely to have a big sale. Should 
a second edition be called for we hope some information will be 
given about the Parish Registers, and that the Hearth Money 
Rolls will be included. Two statements in the book surprised 
us. One is an extract from a letter of the late Dr. P. W. Joyce 
to the author, given on p. 38, which suggests that parishes and 
townlands had not their boundaries fixed previous to 3834. Surely 
any careful student of the Ulster maps of x6o0, the Down survey 
maps of 1659, and of the various Diocesan Registers will see that 
the boundaries of parishes, and probably also of townlands, were 
fixed at least two centuries ago. Again, on p. 75, it is asserted 
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on the authority of O'Hart, that the Dublin family of Guinness 
can claim to be lineally descended from the Magennis family of 
Down. The claim has been made, but it has never been proved, 
and we doubt if it can be sustained. 

The book has five excellent illustrations and is well printed. 
But it is a pity that such a work should have been produced out 
of Ireland. J. B. L. 

CHILDREN OF ST. COLUMBA. A Sketch of the History, at 
home and abroad, of the Irish Auxiliary of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel. By the Rev. H. Vere White, 
M.A., Chancellor of St. Patrick's Cathedral. (S.P.G.) 
Is. net. 

We congratulate the Irish Auxiliary of the S.P.G. in its choice 
of a historian, and we congratulate Chancellor White on his 
success in a difficult task. It is always hard to know what to 
omit, and in writing an account of the connexion of the Irish 
Church with this "venerable" Society for the last two hundred 
years it must have been very difficult to avoid overcrowding the 
book with details. Chancellor White has succeeded in giving a 
very readable account of the S.P.G. within the compass of 6o 
pages. It is an interesting story which gives us many sidelights 
on the home history of the Church during the two hundred years 
since William III. gave the charter to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. There are great names to record, 
and it is well that Irish Churchmen should have brought to their 
notice George Berkeley, the philosopher, whose self-sacrifice in 
the cause of missions has been so well recorded and remembered 
in America, though people at home have only a hazy idea of him 
as a somewhat misty philosopher; and Charles Inglis, the loyal 
Rector of Holy Trinity Church, New York, from which he was 
expelled by Washington, to become soon afterwards first Colonial 
Bishop of the Church of England by his appointment to the See 
of Nova Scotia. In more modern times we have John Travers 
Lewis, first Archbishop of Ontario; Henry Irwin, so well known 
and loved as "Father Pat"; James Carmichael, Bishop of 
Montreal. The work of the S.P.G. in Africa and in India was 
advanced by many men of Irish birth, whose names are well 
known, many of whom are still living and working. The T.C.D. 
Mission at Chota Nagpur has a chapter to itself, as it deserves 
in a record like this. It will be seen that the book covers a 
long period, and, though necessarily sketchy, is very readable. 
It is published at a very small price, and the printing is good. 
One feature is specially notable, there are several excellent 
illustrations, which add considerably to its interest. The striking 
design for the cover, by Miss K. O'Brien, is worth noting. On 
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